
Call for proposals
Topic
1.1. Introduction

The ERA-net scheme is an innovative component of the European Union’s Framework Programme, which supports co-operation and co-ordination of national research activities to strengthen the European Research Area (ERA). The EU does not provide financial support for the research activities themselves, for which the ERA-NET members’ funding agencies are expected to use their own national resources.
The [Name of initiative] supported under the ERA-net scheme has set the ambitious goal to establish a transnational funding programme in the field of marine and maritime science, transcending national boundaries, as efficiently as possible and with minimal bureaucracy.

[Name of initiative] aims to address complexity, reduce fragmentation and possible duplication, while increasing transparency, productivity and efficiency within marine research funding. [Name of initiative] aims to network its partner organizations to develop a durable collaboration in research funding, thereby creating added value in high quality marine research across national boundaries.
1.2. Partners

The [Name of initiative] consists of [number] national public funding agencies from [number] European countries and [if] [number] Associated countries.
The [Name of initiative] consists of the following organisations:

	Partner Number 
	Partner name 
	Partner short name 
	Country 

	1 (Coord.) 
	
	
	NO

	2
	
	
	BE

	3 
	
	
	DK

	4 
	
	
	FI

	5
	
	
	FR

	6 
	
	
	DE

	7 
	
	
	IS

	8 
	
	
	IE

	9
	
	
	IT

	10 
	
	
	LT

	11 
	
	
	NL

	12 
	
	
	PL

	13 
	
	
	PT

	14 
	
	
	RO

	15 
	
	
	ES

	16 
	
	
	SE

	17 
	
	
	TR

	18 
	
	
	UK


[Name of initiative] announces herewith a transnational call for proposals on the topic:

………topic(s)…………………
The [Name of initiative] Funding Partners for this call are:
[Name of partner organization]

[Name of partner organization]

[Name of partner organization]

…………………………..

1.3. Eligibility
The call is open to proposals that meet the following criteria:
· Researchers who are eligible to apply for financial support from the participating funding partners are eligible to apply for funding in joint transnational projects. Information on the Partners eligibility requirements shall be made available on the respective national official websites;
· Language of the call and the applications is English;
· Researchers from non-partner countries can participate in project proposals as associated project partners on the condition that they are proven financially covered;
· The lead principal applicant must be from one of the [Name of initiative] call funding partners;
· The scope or scale of the proposed research should exceed a single country;
· The work involves research groups from at least three countries participating in the [Name of initiative] call;
· No maximum number of partners is specified;
· Cooperation with projects of [Name of initiative] partners not participating in the call is stimulated;
· Partners who are not from one of the [Name of initiative] funding partners should be able to guarantee their own funds in order to be eligible;
· Funding Period: Project duration should be minimum [number] years and maximum [number] years;
· Funding should preferably begin in [date].
1.4. Application procedure (to be adapted 1 or 2 stage)
The procedure for joint applications consists of two stages: a pre-proposal and a full proposal. Two application forms should be completed per project: a pre-proposal application form and (upon invitation) a full proposal application form.
Pre-proposal:

A pre-proposal must contain:

· A description of the scientific ideas of the joint project ([number] pages maximum);
· CV for each co-applicant with list of [number] most relevant publications ([number] pages);
· A short overview of estimated project costs ([number] page maximum).
A pre-proposal template can be downloaded from [link website]
Completed pre-proposal application forms must be submitted to the [Name of initiative] website ([link website]) in electronic form.
Full proposal

A full proposal must contain: 

· Project description;
· Milestones and deliverables;
· Requested budget details (breakdown of costs for each project partner);
· Administrative details per applicant;
· Signature documents for heads of applicant institutions;
· CV’s of applicants ([number]- [number] pages);
· For associated project partners: proof of own funding via official declaration undersigned by head of their funding institution.
If applicants are invited to submit a full proposal, they will have to complete the [Name of initiative] full proposal Application Form (to be downloaded from [link website] or from the websites of the partner countries). Each applicant may request funding for scientific co-worker, consumables, small equipment and travel costs. The needs for each temporary position and/or scientific equipment should be comprehensively substantiated. Overheads and VAT will be handled according to the national rules. Please contact your national funding agency for more details. The projects will be funded for three years, starting no later than [date].
Completed full proposals must be submitted to the [Name of initiative] website ([link website]) and a signed, paper version must be simultaneously sent via regular mail to the [Name of initiative]  call secretariat.

1.5. Reviewing of the submitted proposals (to be adapted 1 or 2 stage)
A two-stage review procedure will be applied. In a first step, all pre-proposals will be checked by the [Name of initiative]  secretariat with respect to general formal requirements:

· Applicants (researchers/institutions) are eligible to apply for financial support;
· Minimum number of partner institutions ([number]) respected;
· Application Forms duly completed in correct language (English);
· Theme(s) met;
· Given deadline met.
Pre-proposals not meeting the general requirements will be rejected by the Call secretariat, following consultation with the [Name of management body/committee].

Pre-proposals that meet all formal requirements will be forwarded to the review panel. The members of this panel will be asked to make a short check whether the research concepts describe scientific and technological quality, novel, innovative ideas within the scientific scope of the call and complementarities of national expertise. The review panel will rank the pre-proposals as follows: 

· To be invited to submit a full proposal;
· To be invited to submit a full proposal with changes of working plan or partnership;
· To be rejected.
Upon receiving full proposals, international reviewers will evaluate these full proposals according to the following criteria:
1. Scientific Aspects
1. Scientific quality of the proposed research

2. Relevance to the call

3. Novelty, originality and innovation

4. Clarity of the hypothesis, theories and/or research questions

5. Quality of applicants and suitability of the consortium

6. Level of transdisciplinarity 

2. Project management and added value:
1. Feasibility and risk

2. Level of integration and collaboration

3. European added value

4. Quality of project governance

5. Suitability of budget requirements

6. Networking and dissemination activities

7. Training opportunities

The [name scientific evaluation committee] as a whole will make a final ranking of the scientific excellence of the evaluated proposals. The SEC ranks the full proposals based on the results of the peer-review procedure (review reports and rebuttal).The [name scientific evaluation committee] recommends the top-ranked proposals for funding, indicating a cut-off point below which proposals are considered of insufficient quality given the purpose of the call and the selection criteria.

The [Name of ERA-NET] funding partner organizations decide jointly on funding of the top-ranked proposals based on the ranked list and the recommendations of the [name scientific evaluation committee]. 

The [name scientific evaluation committee] will consist of international experts in marine sciences. The composition of the [name scientific evaluation committee] will be given after the decision of funded projects is made at [link website].  

During the entire procedure, strict confidentiality is maintained with respect to the identities of applicants and the contents of the proposals. Upon the final decision by the partner organizations, a list of funded projects will be published on the [Name of initiative] website.

1.6. Programme Structure and Management

Programmatic activities

The funded projects are considered to form part of an international research programme for which a workshop will be organised. Participants of funded projects are expected to participate in this workshop and should include the relevant costs in their proposal budget.

Project management and reporting

Funded projects are required to report on a yearly basis to their national funding agency under the administrative rules of the relevant funding organisation, with the exception that an English summary will be required. These reports should be written in the context of the project as part of a collaborative initiative and reference should be made to the progress of the other partners.
The lead Principal Investigator will be responsible to submit a final report, in English, within six months of the end of the project. This report should cover the work undertaken by all of the proposal partners.

1.7. Funding

A total amount of [number] M€ has been provisionally reserved by the participating funding partners for this call. In principle, each participant in a funded project will be funded by his or her national participating organisation(s). The participating organisations will attempt to ensure that the top ranked proposals are funded to the maximum extent possible.

Indicative budgets for each organisation are given below:

	Country
	Funding Partner organisation
	Indicative budget € 

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	[Country name]
	[Name partner organization]
	[amount]

	......
	..............
	……………


Eligible costs are governed by national regulations. Specific questions should be addressed to the national contact points, in advance of application submission.
1.8. Further information

Potential applicants are advised to consult the general funding requirements of the national organizations participating in the call. In case of specific questions, please contact the national contact persons (Annex [number]), especially with regard to eligible costs and other country-specific aspects of the call.
1.9. Call Secretariat

The call will be run by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation. The secretariat is responsible for organizing the procedure and for all communication with applicants.

1.10. Submission of proposals - Deadlines (to be adapted 1/2 stage)
Pre-proposal Application Form can be downloaded on [Name of initiative] website. Pre-proposals must be submitted in electronic form to the [Name of initiative] website ([link website]) not later than
[Date]

The decision on pre-proposals will be communicated to the applicants in [Date].
Deadlines for the submission of full proposals, for both electronic version and signed paper version: 

[Date]

If you need additional information please ask the Joint Call Secretariat or your national funding agency (contacts may be found on the [Name of initiative] website). In case of technical questions, please contact the call secretariat, 
Call Secretariat:
XX
Website

Email address
Postal address
National contact persons:

XX

XX

XX

XX
PAGE  
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