
 

 

Press release – JPI Oceans opens office in Brussels  

On 9 October the European coordinating platform JPI Oceans (Joint Programming Initiative Healthy 
and Productive Seas and Oceans) officially inaugurated its new office in Brussels. With the 
inauguration of the new office, JPI Oceans will be the first Joint Programming Initiative to have a 
dedicated  office space for the international team working in the JPI Oceans secretariat.   

At the moment nine people from six different 
countries are seconded to work part or full time  in 
the secretariat. The space is located conveniently 
close at the center of the European quarter (Rue du 
Trône 130, 1050 Brussels) and has meeting room 
which facilitates meetings for up to 35 people. The 
new JPI Oceans office is funded largely by 
contributions of the Norwegian Research Council.  
In addition the Flanders Marine institute supplied 
the audiovisual equipment.   

During the official inauguration of the office Arvid Hallèn Director General of the Research Council of 
Norway expressed his hope and expectations that: ‘the secretariat will contribute in making the new 
office a hub for member countries, the marine and maritime policy makers to enhance the dialogue 
across the ministries, institutions and the research community.’ 

Throughout the inauguration the majority of the speakers explicitly mentioned the need for more 
cooperation in research. Kristine Gramstad, deputy minister of the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal 
Affairs said: ‘I would argue that the great potential of our seas and oceans also require great 
responsibility, and it is therefore that the management of our Seas and Oceans needs to be based on 
sound science.’   

The opening of the new office for JPI Oceans was also welcomed by the European Commission. 
According to John Bell, Head of Cabinet of the European Commissioner for Research and Innovation 
the new office is an indication of the strong commitment of its members. Furthermore he 
commented: ‘I hope that this is the beginning of a strong cooperation process between countries 
involved and with the European Commission, which can help deliver a thriving European marine 
economy and healthier seas and oceans.’ 

The inauguration featured  high level speakers from Norway, Belgium and the European Commission:  

Arvid Hallén,  
Director-General, Research Council of Norway  

Atle Leikvoll,  
Norwegian Ambassador to the EU 

“Joint Programming has the potential to 
become a mechanism that is at least as 
important as the Framework Programmes in 
the European research landscape, and to 
actually change the way in which Europeans 
think about research.” (European Commission 
Communication “towards joint programming 
in research” COM/2008/468)   

http://ec.europa.eu/research/press/2008/pdf/com_2008_468_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/press/2008/pdf/com_2008_468_en.pdf


 

Kristine Gramstad,  
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs, Norway 

John Bell 
Head of Cabinet of Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner for Research and Innovation 

Kari Balke Øiseth,  
Director-General for research, Ministry of Education and Research, Norway 

Dirk Van Melkebeke,  
JPI Oceans Management Board Chair,  

Secretary-General, Flemish Government – Department Economy, Science and Innovation 

 

 
Joint Programming Initiative Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI Oceans) 

The Joint Programming Initiative Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI Oceans) is a 
coordinating and integrating platform, open to all EU Member States and Associated Countries who 
invest in marine and maritime research.  

While bringing together the interested Member States and Associated Countries the JPI Oceans aims 
to add value by:  

 avoiding fragmentation and unnecessary duplication  
 planning common and flexible initiatives  
 facilitating cooperation and foresighting 
 establishing efficient mechanisms for interaction and knowledge transfer between the 

scientific community, industry & services, and policy makers at high level to more effectively 
solve the grand challenges. 

 
Currently JPI Oceans has 17 member countries from all European sea basins.  
 
More information: www.jpi-oceans.eu 
 
 

Pictures  

Pictures of the event can downloaded through the following link: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/74757878@N08/sets/72157631743969068/ 

Contact:  

Willem De Moor: +32 (0) 498 36 67 06 (Dutch, English) 

Florence Coroner: +32 (0) 2 626 16 66 (French) 

 

http://www.jpi-oceans.eu/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/74757878@N08/sets/72157631743969068/

